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While I am talking, some of you are perhaps thinking, What
has all this to do with the "Mormon" religion, with belief in the
divinity of the mission of Joseph Smith? There are many people

who do not understand our attitude toward this great prophet of

the last times. Many of them have been led by misrepresentation

to believe that the "Mormons" regard Joseph Smith as their

savior, that they place him upon a pedestal above that of Jesus
Christ. Now, if there are any of you who have given entertain-

ment to this notion, I pray you be disillusioned. The Latter-day
Saints never did believe, and they do not believe now, that Joseph
Smith is their savior. They regard Joseph Smith, it is true, as a
great prophet of God ; but when they worship they do not worship
Joseph Smith, but they worship God, the Eternal Father, in the
name of His holy Son, Jesus Christ. But they do believe that
Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, one of the greatest who has
ever lived upon the earth; and they also contend that Joseph
Smith was sent into the world not to glorify himself, but to glorify

the Christ. We claim that Joseph Smith was sent into the world
to be a witness for Christ. We claim that the second most beau-
tiful scene in all history is that scene, back in western New York,
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which was enacted in the year 1820, when a flaxen-haired boy,

fourteen years of age, kneeled down beneath the shade of the

trees in the woodland stillness and cried unto God for wisdom to

guide his troubled soul. There is majesty in that scene. Think of

that boy having perfect faith in the invisible God who was sup-

posed not to have broken the silence of eighteen centuries. It is

hard to believe that Christ appeared to that boy in answer to the

boy's prayer, but what are you going to do about it? That boy
was troubled and distracted of soul. In his heart of hearts he
wanted to know what God would have him do to save his soul

;

but there was not, among all the great men in the world, one sage,

philosopher, or theologian who could tell the boy just what He
should do. In the midst of his bewilderment and despair he read

in the Bible the words, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of

God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not."

These words were the words of God to the soul of that boy. In

his trusting nature, he did not doubt, for one instant, the verity

of the promise, and relying upon that promise he went out into the

woodland, knelt down in the simplicity of prayer, and cried unto
God for wisdom to guide his troubled soul. While he trusted and
prayed the Christ appeared to him, standing in a pillar of light.

Did God answer that boy's prayer ? Those who say he did not,

deny all revealed religion. For that boy went to God for a bless-

ing which no human hand could confer. He went to God in per-

fect faith ; and if God turned a deaf ear to the cry of that bo5r's

soul, what assurance have we that he ever sent a message of truth

to any soul in any age of the world ?

What does that little scene mean? It means that eighteen hun-

dred years after Christ arose from the dead, He stood upon the

American continent in the presence of a boy, and revealed His resur-

rected personage to that boy, so that that boy could go out into the

world and say, " I know that my Redeemer lives, because I have
seen Him." Isn't there a tremendous significance in that scene ?

That vision marked the beginning of what the world has since

denominated "Mormonism." "Mormonism" was conceived in

faith, brought forth by prayer, and it has been nurtured by God's

Holy Spirit, from its inception till the present time, when it has

become a mighty force for the upliftment of the human family.

Did that boy, Joseph Smith, tell the truth, when he went out from
that grove and told his associates that he had seen Christ ? We
can arrive at but one of three conclusions concerning the matter.

Either he was deceived, or he was a deceiver, or else he told the

truth. If he was neither deceived nor a deceiver, then he was
what we claim him to be—a prophet of God, a witness for Jesus

Christ. Now, it is unthinkable to suppose that he was deceived.

I once asked a noted psychologist, "if it would have been possible

for Joseph Smith to have supposed that he had in his possession

the gold plates for the length of time it is supposed that he had
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them in his possession, if he in truth did not have them?" The
psychologist said, " No, he could not have entertained such a notion
unless he was absolutely insane."

That disposes of the notion that he might have been deceived.

Was he a deceiver? did Joseph Smith tell the world that which he
knew was false? Every word which the man spoke and every act

of his life, and especially the closing scene of his life, completely
refutes the theory that he was a conscious deceiver. Whatever
else may be said about our prophet, one thing they cannot con-

sistently say, and that is that he was a conscious deceiver. Some
time ago, I had a conversation with a distinguished divine in

Atlanta, Ga., about this matter. This divine was very blunt and
candid. He said: "I will tell you what I think about it. I think
that Joseph lied for the love of lying." I turned to the preacher
and said: "Not so. If the Prophet Joseph Smith bore a false

testimony to the world, he knew it was false. Do you know of a
man, in all the history of the world who, willingly and freely,

gave his life for a lie?" The preacher did not call the roll. He
could not call the roll. Men have died for a delusion ; men have
died for deceptions ; but not in all the annals of time has any man
willingly died for a lie. "Well," said the preacher, "there may be
some question as to the willingness with which your prophet gave
his life for his testimony." "In this you are mistaken," said I.

"If you accept the authentic history of the man, you will have to

admit that he willingly gave his life for his testimony. In the
eleventh hour of the prophet's life, when he knew that the mobs
about him were conspiring to take his life, he crossed the Missis-

sippi river with the intention of going to the Rocky Mountains,
He journeyed with a number of intimate friends. On their way
his friends told him that if he ran away in this manner, his people
would accuse him of cowardice.

This taunt cut the heroic man to the heart. He could not endure
to be called a coward. He turned back. He went again to Nauvoo,
although he knew that if he got into the mob's grasp again they
would take his life. I ask you if that was the conduct of a con-

scious deceiver ? That was the act of a great heroic soul who
loved the truth better than life, and who had the courage to un-
bosom his heart to the assassin's dagger for that which he knew was
true. Such is the testimony of this new witness for Jesus Christ.

He saw the risen Redeemer in the splendid nineteenth century. He
not onlysaw Him, but he has given to the world the highest and best
proof of the truthfulness of his testimony. So when we Latter-day
Saints think of Jesus Christ and ask ourselves the question, Are all

the marvelous things which have been said about Him true, we not
only look back across the ages to the testimonies of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John, but we look just back here in the last century to
the convincing testimony of Joseph Smith. So. I say, "Mormonism"
has come into the world to make Christ real, to bring Him clo«;e
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to humanity. It has come to inspire in the hearts of mankind a

deeper and more perfect faith in the Son of God. And in this it

certainly has fulfilled its mission. I call to witness on this point

a noted educator, President Judson of the University of Chicago
Some months ago, President Judson was speaking to a body of lay

Christian missionaries, and in the course of his remarks, he re-

ferred in words of praise to the sacrifice made by the "Mormon"
elders. This is what he said: "We sometimes wonder that 'Mor-

monism' is so tenacious a cult. I am told that there are always in

the field two thousand 'Mormon' missionaries—all laymen, all

working at their own cost, summoned out at any moment, it may
be, to drop their private affairs and to carry the interests of their

Church to the remotest lands. They put the Church first, and
their individual interests second. We can hardly expect the same
sacrifice from our laymen."
Think of it—a distinguished educator, and a non-" Mormon,"

freely and unreservedly bearing testimony to the tenacity of
"Mormonism," and openly confessing that non-"Mormon"
Christians cannot expect their laymen to make the same sacrifice

for their religion that the "Mormon" elders make for theirs.

Where shall we seek the secret of this greater sacrifice on the part

of these "Mormon" elders? Back of every effect there is a cause

equal to the production of the effect. If these "Mormon" elders

display greater zeal for their religion than other Christian laymen
do for their religion, it must be because in the hearts of these

"Mormon" missionaries there is a deeper and stronger faith in the

Christ than is possessed by these other laymen. Yes, the Latter-

day Saints not only have greater assurances of the divinity of Jesus

Christ than their brethren in other Christian churches have ; but
these stronger assurances which the Latter-day Saints have are

showing and revealing themselves in actual faith which leads

them to do and dare for their religion.

Now, my brethren and sisters and friends, I rejoice in these as-

surances of the truth which have come to us. With all my heart

I am proud of my standing in the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints. I am proud to be classed with the splendid

men and women of this Church. I am proud of the history of

this Church. I am proud of the sacrifices which the saints have
made in the past and are making to-day. I tell you "Mormonism"
is a reality ; it is not a myth ; it is not a phantom ; it has been sent

into the world to redeem the children of men. May we be true to

its teachings ; may we serve God and keep His commandments, is

my prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

—

Deseret News.

Power dwells with cheerfulness ; hope puts us in a working
mood, whilst despair is no niuse and untunes the active

powers.—R. W. Emerson.
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'WHAT IS MAN THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM?"

" In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And
the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep." (Gen. 1: 1, 2.) "And the Lord God formed
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul." (Gen. 2: 7.)

Man in his vain endeavor to solve the mystery of life has scanned
the realm of human research to find out God, and the laws by
which He brought this great world into existence. That this effort

has been futile is evident from some of the palpable absurdities

that are frequently advanced, such as the theory that there is

only one true and living God, without body, parts or passions,

consisting of three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; also

that He created all things from nothing, which is the negative of

all existence. It is strange that such inconsistent ideas should find

place in the mind of anyone. There are facts that none of us are

fully capable of comprehending concerning this great mystery;
but at any rate we are, by the light of truth revealed from God,

able to reject such absurd doctrine and accept something that will

be more consistent with common reason.

I cannot conceive of a time when there was not infinite space,

together with intelligence and matter. Man's consciousness per-

ceives the existence of himself and others of his kind, also the

earth he inhabits. This axiom is undeniable, that from nothing,

nothing is derived, so we are obliged to confess the eternal exist-

ence of something, for without it there never would have been
any existence.

In contemplating the creation or organization of this stupen-

dous universe, I perceive those self-existing elements possess in-

telligence to a greater or lesser degree, just as they had adapted
themselves in the ladder of progression, because the very existence

of all things is an indication of contrivance for a given purpose,

and contrivance is a sure evidence of intelligence. The greatest

intelligence, or the light of truth, which is the ability to know and
understand all things, can only be attained by the process of pro-

gression. As previously intimated, these self-existing elements
contain intelligence in varying degrees. Some having wisdom and
power to design, eventually attained a state of perfection which
undoubtedly consists of an intelligent spirit dwelling in a physical

tabernacle of flesh and bone, animated with a fullness of the
greatest of all elements—the Holy Spirit. This would imply a

fullness and completeness of all the attributes which constitute

perfection. Such a class of beings can be called Gods, because
they are the supreme ruling power over all other elements inferior

to them. However, having been taught from birth, practically,

to worship "Our Father which art in heaven," we will only
consider one of these Divine personages.
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Our existence demonstrates that wisdom inspires our Father in

heaven to multiply His species. He finds a specific function for

all the elements in the vast infinitude of space, so as a natural se-

quence, therewould be innumerable spiritual beings begotten in His
express image, and places of abode, Avith all other comforts,

adapted to their needs. Having thus far a conception of God and
some of His attributes, and the eternal existence of all elements,

we may adequately grasp a solution of the problem which has

perplexed the wise men of the ages. In the natural course of

events the fit time arrived for the Omnipotent God to put in order
some of the elements void of form and shape, so darkness was
dispersed, water, earth and atmosphere were placed in their re-

spective places. The sun in its refulgent glory dried and warmed
the surface of the organized globe preparatory for the Great
Planter to place upon it all forms of vegetable and animal life,

rendering it habitable for His children, who Avere Avaiting for the

next step necessary for their future progression. Out of the same
kind of material He organized tabernacles of flesh and bone for

our first parents to come and perpetuate the race of mortal man,
as that was one of the first commandments given, " To multiply
and replenish the earth." This was in accordance with the plan

of our Heavenly Father, that His spiritual children might ha\re

physical tabernacles as He had, so that, they may all have a full-

ness of joy. Inherent in us all are germs of the attributes of our

Father, which, if only developed, Avill advance, through the changes
of progression, to the perfection of our Divine Parent. History

and revelation give evidence of the actuality of Deity—that is,

that He really is a personage of body, parts and passions, and
that we are in His express image ; hence Ave have the right to claim

Him as our Father in heaven.
While contemplating this great work Avhich has been accom-

plished, it avouM be improper to omit the name of Jesus Christ, the

"Only Begotten of the Father," who Avas in the beginning Avith

Him and "without Him was not anything made that AAras made."
He was fore-ordained in the beginning to accomplish the great

Avork of man's redemption. It was He Avho came into the world
as the rest of us do, greAV to manhood, rendered obedience to all

the commandments giA7en Him by the Father, established His
kingdom upon the earth, died at the hands of wicked men, took

His body from the grave and gained the victory over death,

making it possible for all mankind to partake of a glorious resur-

rection and everlasting joy.

In conclusion, I say that man is a very insignificant and dependent
creature. Every blessing he gets is from God ; but by obedience

to the gospel he is raised from the dead, filled Avith the celestial

glory and obtains the perfecting attributes Avhich entitle him to

dAvell eternally Avith God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ.

Joseph V. Ford.
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BE AS HAPPY A5 YOU CAN.

No matter what his vocation or condition in life may be, every
one owes it to himself and to the world to form a habit of being
jnst as happy as he can, says Orison Swett Marden in Success

magazine. Happiness means harmony and harmony means health

to all bodily functions; it means efficiency. Faculties give out
their best when they are normal. To keep happy is, therefore,

the best personal economy and surest investment; it insures the
greatest possible output of brain and body.
Much natural ability is rendered inefficient because men and

women do not know that discord, whether in fear, worry, selfish-

ness, hatred or jealousy, is a health and happiness killer; an
efficiency blighter. Many men waste more vitality and mental
energy in a few minutes of hot temper than would be required in

the legitimate running of their business for days.

What Avould we think of a banker who would open his vaults

and throw all his money into the street? But when in a fit of

anger or rage a man throws open the safety valves of his mind,
and flings out his energy, his precious life capital, character
capital, Ave think very little about it.

We can make ourselves happy or miserable, comfortable or

uncomfortable, according to the emotions which Ave alloAV to pass

through our minds. Whatever goes through the mind must
reappear in the character and physical condition.

HOW DID YOU DIE?

Did you tackle the trouble that came your way
With a resolute heart and cheerful 'I

Or hide your face from the light of day
With a craven soul and fearful !

O, a trouble's a ton, or a trouble's an ounce,
Or a trouble is what you make it,

And it isn't the fact that you're hurt that counts,
But only how did you take it

!

You are beaten to earth? Well, well, what's that!
Come up with a smiling face.

It's nothing against you to fall down flat,

But to lie there—that's disgrace.
The harder you're thrown, why, the higher ^ou bounce;
Be proud of your blackened eye !

It isn't the fact that you're licked that counts

;

It's how did you fight—and why?

And though you be done to the death, what then ?

If you battled the best you could,
If you played your part in the world of men,
Why the Critic will call it good.

Death comes with a crawl, or comes with a pounce,
And whether he's slow or spry,

It isn't the fact that you're dead that counts,
But only how did you die?

Edmund Vance Cooke.
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THURSDAY, JULY 20, 1911.

FAITH—HOPE—CHARITY.

I—Fa it] i.

In secular as in religious affairs, faith is the cause of all action.

The Apostle Paul thus defines it: "Now faith is the substance of

things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." (Heb. 11: 1.)

In other words, it is an assurance in the mind of the existence of

things we have never seen. It may be as to persons who have
lived, of whom we personally know nothing, but are fully per-

suaded from the testimony of others, or from evidence of some
kind, that they really have lived, or that certain things said

concerning them are true. Or it may be as to events that are

said to have transpired at certain times and places, outside the

sphere or time of our own observation, which we feel satisfied are as

related, from confidence in the records or in those from whom the

information comes. Faith may even be the result of conclusions

drawn from the law of probability, where, having in our ex-

perience seen certain results come from particular causes, we
anticipate with a degree of moral certainty or faith that, in ac-

cordance therewith, similar results will surely follow the same
apparent causes in another instance. The degree of confidence we
may have in many such cases turns out to have been wrongly
placed, and thus we are forced to admit that there may be false

faith as well as true. What we regard as facts may not be

really such; we are thus misled, and our faith proves to have had
a foundation in error. A faith that is not founded on truth, and
a right understanding of truth, will surely prove itself false. The
character and vitality of faith, therefore, depend upon the re-

liability of the evidence upon which it is based. All human affairs

may be said to be conducted on the basis of faith. The farmer
plants the seed in the earth, because he has confidence in the fer-

tility of the soil and in the operation of natural laws, through
which he expects to reap a harvest that will repay him for his

toil. Men invest their money in different ways, because they have
faith in the productiveness of certain agencies, and in the laws of

supply and demand, that these will so operate as to bring them
profit. Long years of study are undergone because of faith in

one's ability to master a certain profession, and that it will repay
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for the effort and time necessary to qualify therefor. A little

thought will show, indeed, that even in a temporal way, faith in

some measure, directed to some end or other, is the moving cause

of all the manifold activities of life.

Faith must not be confounded with mere belief, which may
mean no more than the assent of the mind. Belief frequently

results from intellectual compulsion, certain facts leaving no
choice but to accept a given conclusion. Belief of this kind, from
a logical standpoint, is purely theoretical, while a belief that is

practical—which rises to the dignity and power of faith—leads
the thinker to yield himself to a certain idea which controls his

intellectual activity. Faith is therefore greater and more inclusive

than belief. We can have belief without faith, but we cannot
have faith without belief. Faith has been truly said to be belief

leading to action.

Faith is the first principle of the gospel of Christ. Without
it we cannot draw near to Him acceptably. "But without
faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that

diligently seek him." (Heb. 11 : 6.) It is very clear from the

many gracious invitations to be found in the scriptures that our
Heavenly Father desires all His children to draw near unto Him,
that they may receive His blessings. To learn how to approach
Him acceptably is therefore of the utmost importance. We may
rest assured that He has made adequate provision whereby we
may learn just what He requires of us. Paul, in his epistle to the
Hebrews, says—"How then shall they call on him in whom they
have not believed ? and how shall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard ? and how shall they hear without a
preacher? And how shall they preach except they be sent?

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."
(Rom. 10:14, 15, 17.) This makes it clear that the Lord has duly
authorized servants, to whom He has communicated a knowledge
of His will and purposes. That knowledge, whether written in

the scriptures or spoken by His servants, is the word of God. If

we will learn and endeavor to obey it, faith will increase within
us, and we will have a desire to draw near unto God, and will re-

ceive the assurance that He is pleased with us. Sufficient evidence
is given to every one of us, if we truly desire to do the will of

God and keep His commandments, to exercise a true and saving
faith that will lead to eternal life. Faith must have for its foun-
dation a knowledge that God exists and also an understanding of

His character and attributes. We must know that it is His
nature and purpose to bless His children, and also the course
He has marked out for us to take in order to secure the blessings

Ave seek. In the scriptures we have many instructions from the
Lord, through His inspired servants, setting forth the character
and qualities He would have us cultivate. We have there faith-
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I ally portrayed fche strength and weakness. 1 1 1
* successes and

failures of the people of God in other times, andean learn from
these the manner of life and actions that secured His approbation
and blessing and also those that brought disapproval and censure.

We have therefore an abundance of evidence in the revelations

God has given to produce faith in the hearts of those Avho are de-

sirous of knowing the truth concerning Him and Bis purposes in

our lives. The Latter-day Saints have a fuller knowledge of God
and a surer foundation for the exercise of faith than any other

people. We have the Book of Mormon, a sacred record of the lives

and actions of other peoples than those contained in the Bible, and
Ave also have the revelations that have been given by the Lord in

our own days, together with a knowledge of the various circum-

stances under which they were given. A lack of faith is therefore

less excusable on the part of the Latter-day Saints than any other

people on the earth.

While it is necessary to have a certain knowledge of God and
His attributes to enable us to have such a faith in Him as will

merit His approval, there is yet another and a most vital consider-

ation. We must constantly be applying our knowledge and en-

deavoring to live in accordance with the will of the Lord. This

brings to us a consciousness of His approval, which gives us con-

fidence that He will hear our prayers and accept our worship. On
the other hand, a failure to keep, or to make an earnest endeavor
to keep, the commandments of God is a sure indication that faith

is lacking. The consciousness of such a failure is destructive of

faith. A true and living faith in Christ will lead us to keep His
commandments. As we must keep His commandments in order

to be saved, we can see that faith is necessary to salvation. The
gospel of Christ is the source of our knowledge of God and His

commandments. "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ

:

for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believ-

eth ; to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For therein is the

righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written,

The just shall live by faith." (Rom. 1: 16, 17.) We see by this

passage that the gospel of Christ leads us "from faith to faith."

We thus learn that faith is progressive ; that the exercise of faith

leads to fuller faith. An increasing faith brings us greater mani-
festations of God's approval, and a fuller unfoldment of His mind
and purposes. Knowledge, inspiration, revelation, peace and
power—all these are the results of faith and obedience that is be-

coming more and more perfect. To the faithful, all experiences

are welcome, as they afford new opportunites of proving that

faith in God will enable them to overcome all things, giving them
new visions of truth, fuller and more satisfying views of God and
greater intimacy with the Holy Spirit. Such experiences lead at

length to that triumpliant faith that can say with Nephi of old,

" I will go and do the thing that the Lord hath commanded, for I
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know that the Lord giveth no commandments unto the children

of men, save He shall prepare a way for them that they may ac-

complish the thing which He commandeth them." (NephiS: 7.)

It is a grand product of faith and experience when the determina-

tion is ultimately reached that God's will must be done at all

hazards, and will surely lead to present peace and blessing and
joy and exaltation hereafter. The life of faith, the endeavor
after perfect obedience, the keeping of the commandments of God,

should be the constant aim of every Latter-day Saint, and if it

be so, they will surely lead to exaltation in the celestial kingdom
of our Heavenly Father.

H. I.

Notice.—We have just received a supply of the pocket edition of

"The Great Apostasy," by James E. Talmage, which contains the

full text of the larger edition of this work. Price tid.
; post paid,

7d. Also, "A Brief History of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints," by Edward H. Anderson. Price 5d.
;
post

paid, (M.

PRESIDENT CLAWSON ON THE CONTINENT.

President Rudger Clawson, who is traveling on the Con-
tinent with his family, reports that an excellent spirit prevails in

the conferences he has visited, and that very interesting meetings
are being held. Prom a recent letter we take the following:

"We held an interesting conference at Lausanne, July 8th and
i)th. At the priesthood meeting on Saturday there were about
twenty-two elders present. A number of topics, vital to mission-

ary work, Avere ably presented by elders who had been assigned
this duty, and afterwards thrown open to general discussion.

Much good will doubtless result.

"Three largely-attended general meetings were held on Sunday
at 1U a.m., 2 and 7 p.m. Elder Daniel Lang, president of the con-

ference, presided. A fine spirit prevailed at each service, and the
saints and their friends in attendance seemed greatly interested

in all that was said and done.

"President Lang and a number of his elders spoke in French.
The remarks of President Thomas E. McKay and myself Avere

translated into French by President Lang. The membership of

the French conference is about three hundred and fifty souls.

There are forty children enrolled in the Sunday School. Three
souls Avere added to the Church by baptism on Saturday evening.

" Our elders are making rapid progress in the study of the lang-

uage. Some of them speak with great clearness and fluency, and
are earnest Avorkers in the cause of Zion. The Lord is blessing

their efforts. President Lang, who has now about completed his
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second mission, is an eloquent speaker in French and an able pre-

siding officer. He will be greatly missed when he is released to

return home.
"Much rain falls in this country, but the weather during

the past few weeks has been exceptionally fine. The sun has
shone out brightly and but little rain has fallen. The rugged
mountains of Switzerland, with its beautiful lakes and graceful

waterfalls, its glaciers and delightful valleys covered with a car-

pet of green, make of it a country that is of more than usual in-

terest to travelers."

JONAH AND THE WHALE.

Some recent discussions directed to the Church, in view of its

position upon fundamental doctrines, have dealt with the story of

Jonah as given in the Bible. References made to this book are in

some instances couched in ridicule. Students of science are asking

if a belief in Jonah and the Whale is really essential to their faith,

in a general way, in the Bible, or to their faith in " Mormonism."
In pointing out what may be accepted in the Bible, and what

ought to be regarded as without the pale of facts, many of our

young writers assume the Book of Jonah to be merely a piece of

fiction or, at best, an allegory which it is the duty of men of

science to discredit from the standpoint of actual occurrences.

Certainly the lessons taught in that book are among the most
beautiful found in Holy Writ, but we are asked to look upon it as

a mere allegory, to discredit it as unworthy the belief of intelligent

men from the standpoint of the actual occurrences of the things

described therein.

Let us grant for argument's sake that the Book of Jonah is

merely an allegory. That does not satisfy the objectors to the

story of Jonah. They go farther, and by implication, at least,

want us to believe that the events therein described are beyond
the range of possibility. And why? Because to their minds a

great fish which they assume to call a whale could not swallow
Jonah, and in the second place because Jonah could not live "in

the belly of a whale for three days and three nights."

What then is the position of such objectors? It is simply this :

They put limitations upon God's creating and directing powers,

simply because the story does not appeal to their understanding
or to their acceptance as a matter of religious belief. When once

we deny the possibilities of those events narrated in the Book of

Jonah, and put thereby limitations on the powers and purposes of

Divinity, we strike a blow at everything to us miraculous found
within the covers of the Bible. Just such methods of treating

questions of God's creative and marvelous poAvers have led men
of the Christian world to deny the literal events of Christ's resur-

rection.
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It would seem to follow, as a matter of course, that any one who
regards the account given of Jonah as only fiction, or an allegory,

or a myth, must also regard the words of the Savior and His

Apostles as simply allegorical and fictitious, and would discard

the New Testament facts and teachings as he would the Book of

of Jonah.
For instance : Did the Christ give credence to the history of

Jonah, and confirm it as a reality, or did He regard it as a myth,
as also His own destiny with reference to His death and burial,

when He said to the Scribes and Pharisees, " an evil and an adul-

terous generation seeketh after a sign, and there shall no sign be
given to it, but the sign of Jonas. For as Jonas was three days
and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the son of man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." (Matt. 12:

39, 40.)

Can it be possible that the Son of God would lend credence to

this circumstance in history if it was but a myth ? or is it reason-

able to suppose that He was ignorant of the fact and yet lent the
weight of His own endorsement and acceptance of the story ?

How easily men may err not knowing the Scripture, nor under-

standing the power of God !

The story of Jonah is not more marvelous or incredible from a
purely rational standpoint than many miracles of Christ, and the
resurrection itself. Better let the Book of Jonah stand as it is

and treat it according to the spiritual interpretation which men
use in dealing with God's purposes and powers, than to put limita-

tions upon those powers or purposes of creation, about which we
know so little. The reverent mind and the devout heart will find

no difficulty in reading the divine lessons of faith, obedience, duty
and charity which the book of Jonah teaches.

If religionists were half as ready to assert what God can and
does do, as scientists are to assert what He did not and can not do.

they might be open to censure.

The fact is that some of the greatest truths of our lives come to

us through the testimony of the Spirit. There is too much of a
disposition on the part of some scientific men to treat contemp-
tuously such evidences. No man can obtain and enjoy the best in

Holy Writ without those spiritual evidences that comes from a
simple and child-like faith in the inspiration which gave us the

Bible.—President Joseph F. Smith, in Juvenile Instructor.

FROM THE MISSION FIELD.

Baptisms.—A baptismal service was held on July 12th, 1911, at

Lancaster (Liverpool conference) when five persons were baptised

in the River Lune, Elder Alfred Parsons officiating.

Releases and Departures.—The following named missionaries
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have been honorably released and sailed for home July 2nd, I'M I,

per s.s. Arabic: Prom Great Britain—William W. Osborn, I.

Melvin Osborn, James T. Bigler. The following named missionaries

have been honorably released and sailed for home July 15th, 1911,

per s.s. Baltic: From Great Britain—John E. Beal, Lester Kearl.

Prom Switzerland and Germany—John E. Hill. From the Nether-
lands—Jesse Haws, E. A. Heninger. They were accompanied by
two passengers.

Arrivals.—The following missionaries arrived for Europe July 15th,

1911, per s.s. Virginian: Amos Belnap, Harley Greaves, Preston,

Idaho; Marriner Roskelley, Smithfield, Utah; Alburtus Willardson,

Mayfield, Utah; James B. Walkley, Emma J. Walkley, Martin G.

Brixen, James D. Todd, Paul S. Richards, Edward S. Wilcox,
Theodore S. Amussen, Melvyn V. Morris, Franklin B. Smith, John
W. Jones, Hilbert K. Anderson, Salt Lake City; Hyrum L.

Sterling, Samuel H. Cornaby, Spanish Fork, Utah; Haworth W.
Roberts, Henry Noorda, Paul Ellis, William Earl Read, Ogden,
Utah; Herman J. F. Behling, Murray, Utah; Leon Clyde Dorton,

Lehi, Utah; M. Charles Hubbard, Willard, Utah; Frank E. Muni.
St. Anthony, Idaho; Wallace H. Budge, Paris, Idaho; Robert W.
Jackson, Piano, Idaho; Sherwin Maeser, Beaver, Utah; William
II. Manning, Coalville, Utah; Joseph H. Remand, Midway, Utah:
Joseph N. Anderson, Grover, Wyoming; Nephi Robert Olson,

Lovell, Wyoming.

Appointments.—The elders who arrived for the British mission,

July 15th, 1911, have been appointed to labor in the following con-

ferences: Hyrum L. Sterling, Samuel H. Cornaby, Irish; Marriner
Roskelley, Liverpool; James B. Walkley, Emma J. Walkley,
London; Harley Greaves, Manchester; Martin G. Brixen, Haworth
W. Roberts, Amos Belnap, Newcastle; Alburtus Willardson,

Norwich; James D. Todcl, Sheffield; Paul S. Richards, Scottish;

Edward S. Wilcox, Bristol.

Successful Social.—On July 5th, 1911, at Shepherd's Hall.

York (Hull conference), a farewell social was held in honor of

Elder William C. England, who has been released to return home.
A large number of the saints and friends were present. A splendid

program was gone through, including games. Elder England was
presented with a beautiful silver breakfast cruet, also sugar and
cream stand. Refreshments were served, and a pleasant spirit

prevailed throughout the evening. Both saints and friends join

in wishing Elder England Godspeed on his journey homeward.

Branch Conference.—On Sunday, July 9th, 1911, an interesting

branch conference was held in Aberdeen (Scottish conference).

There were present: President George W. Teasdale, also Elders
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Charles D. McAlister, John P. White and George E. Stoddard.

At the first session, commencing at 11:15 a.m., the general and
local authorities were presented and sustained. Elder McAlister

reported the branch as not being in as flourishing a condition as

he would like, owing to the removal of a number of. the members
from the city, but hoped to have some additions in the near
future. Elder White reported the Sunday School to be in a good
condition. President Teasdale and Elder Stoddard gave words of

encouragement and counsel, which were greatly enjoyed by all.

The evening session, commencing at 6:30, was well attended.

Elders McAlister and Stoddard and President Teasdale gave
interesting and inspiring addresses on "The love of God," " Order
in the kingdom of God," and "The first principles of the gospel,"

respectively. All present expressed their pleasure at the good
spirit prevailing throughout the meetings.

District Meeting.—A district meeting was held on Sunday,
July 9th, 1911, in the Museum Building, Museum Street, Ipswich
(Norwich conference). President F. B. Hammond and local elders

were present. Two sessions were held, one in the morning and
the other in the evening. Both meetings were well attended by
saints and investigators, it being the largest attendance in the

Ipswich branch for many years. The morning session began at

10:30, Elder F. D. Ashdown presiding. Mrs. Pinborough, a former
resident of Ipswich, now of Salt Lake City, paid us a very welcome
visit, telling many interesting truths about Salt Lake City and
giving good advice to the children. PresidentHammond interested

the young folks by asking a number of questions. At the evening
meeting Elder S. C. Kelsey pointed out the blessings in store for

tithe payers, also the sacredness of the sacrament. President

Hammond presented the names of Elders F. D. Ashdown and S.

C. Kelsey as president and secretary respectively of the Ipswich
branch. They were both unanimously sustained. President
Hammond proved from the scriptures that the God whom the

Latter-day Saints worship is the true and living God. The saints

and investigators expressed themselves as having been much im-

pressed with President Hammond's remarks. Elder F. D. Ash-
down said he was much pleased with the spii'it that had prevailed

and thanked the saints for their hearty support in building up the

Ipswich branch. The success of our singing was largely due to

our new organist, Brother George Bird.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT.

Lesson XXXIIL—The Word op Wisdom.

Text : To be sent greeting—not by commandment or constraint,

but by revelation and the word of wisdom showing forth the order

and will of God in the temporal salvation of all saints in the last
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days. Given for a principle with promise, adapted to the capacity
of the weak and the weakest of all saints, who are or can be called

saints.

—

Doc. and Cor. S9.- 2, .',.

I. Sanctity of the Body.

(I. Cor. 8: 16; 0: 19 ; II. Cor. (5:10; Doc. and Cov. 93: 35.)

II. Special Revelation to the People in the Present Dis-

pensation.

1. "A Word of Wisdom"—the Lord's own designation (Doc.

and Cov., section 89; read the entire revelation, and
study same paragraph by paragraph.)

2. A warning and a protection against evil designs (para-

graph 4).

3. Intoxicating drinks to be avoided (Doe. and Cov. 89:5-7;

compare 27 : 3, 4 ; see also Proverbs 20 : 1 ; 23 : 29-32 : Eccle-

siastes 10: 16, 17; Isaiah 5: 11, 12; 28: 7; Hosea4: 11; Micah
2: 11; Luke 21: 34; Ephesians 5: 18; I. Timothy 3: 2, 3; I.

Peter 4: 3).

4. Hot Drinks condemned (Doc. and Cov. 89 : 9). Observe that

the interpretation placed upon this scripture by the pre-

siding authorities of the Church makes specific applica-

tion to the use of tea and coffee.

5. Tobacco not good for man (paragraph 8).

6. Flesh to be used but sparingly as human food (paragraphs

14, 16, 17; compare 59 : 16-20).

7. Fruits of the earth to be used by man (Doc. and Cov. 89:9-11,

14, 16, 17; compare 59: 17-20; see also B. of M., Alma 46:40).

General reference : "The Articles of Faith," Lecture XXIV.

DIED.

Street.—At Whiston, June 30th, 1911, Emma Street, born at Gainsboro',

Lincolnshire, September 14th, 1835; baptized July 5th, 1908. She died a faith-

ful member of the Church, and with the full hope of a glorious resurrection.
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